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in the ſoreſaid Minut. When Read it, ſaid ĩt as Satisfactory, 3 
r — and then required me to 
hold up my -T anſwered, Lay eee . There 1 


getical Belgie, is Ef ee War 
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to me with a Pen. Then Proteſting it might bot be ; 
ed in any other Senſe, than the Geauine meaning of the Words I had 
delivered in the above written Minur, Idid Subſcribe it and Sweat iwThat- 
which did induce me to it was, that they gave it in my own ng 
After Thad done, one that ſate next, ſaid to me, 2 
Which Words gave my Heart 2 knell; and I anſwered very confount- 
if Fave not ere e is all wrong. Tes {aid he e = 


Cen too. Thereafter I pleaded for my Liberty, ac te 'theirPro- 
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cannot admit of $name. Ln or Diſpenſation, pri ? 
any other Senſe, than the Impoſers, and they that State delt — 
aboũt ſuch do own, and are ob pan ray ws to have ind 


maintain about hem; Otherwiſe all oth d. Accommodations 
are but tampering e Iving the Deceiv- 
ers, in ſuch a wa co of the 
Goſpel, or de Bone 18 's Innocencie: Neither ne de 
Sr they vit eexd yeild to Accommodations, ——— 

that we can put uf eir Snares,for they e 
and are glad to find us ſo far 3 Acts and Lmpoſitions, as by 


our offer practically to declare may bear a ſenſe; and they wi 
come many w al our klare geben But next, 8 
Non-/ſenſical mmodation which I tendered to yon in m — 4 
bove ſpecified, I . — reflect upon it without Shame ang 
it was Stuffed with many Abſurdities. 1/4 It exceedingly 4 5 the” - 
Sin of 877 2 that 1 declare . 77 — did it with Serions. an 
Mature Deliberation, or as ſerioms 4s my -diſordered ind wits ane 
What? Did I not think ir enough to comply out oſ Feat or other Fer- 
ſwaſion in the 5 of Tentation, but do it deliberately, and not only:do . 
it deliberately, but declare and Atteſt ſoSolemnly myDeliberation -what - 
aHorrid keightotHawourcs does that amount to ? adh It does not lite: v4 4 
tle aggrege it, that I ay, that Declar ation it ſelf, 1 diſouned: u 3 
nounced it, IN SO FAR AS. Or. which was not only more than 2 
ſeemed to bid me ping the ng —— Day, but plainly contrary to hat I laid : 6 1 
beſore them, I would not do, and which can nevet be done in Conſci -- 
ence. 3dly, I think it a e that I confeſſed be 
74 2 me of Reſpeft ro hit Majeſty 's Proclamation; to find Je mice w_; 
75 to their Lordſbipe in the Declaration, which hath a M 3 
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rqved of their wicked Procumartiter and had 3 and that 
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co Conſcience, and alſo a Voluntary and deliberate? aband abandoning of 

Priviledge of the Liberty of Thoughts upon their Opinion. 5 It 

does exceedingly n the. ip the Sin,that 1 | 

Conſcience, in I vill not ſay, but what I did was-accord- 

—— fe i inded and Bribed Conſcience ſor the 

I ſuffered'my ſelf to be Cheared with the Sophiſtry of the Snare, 

bat all the Sin ty of it ſerves only-ro-make it a ſincerely pretended ſin; 

and to make" a'pretext of the Fear of GOD, is but a Horrid Lie, and 2 
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carrying it on. The other :Evaſion or the other Rasch ar it, is 

fluous & ſenſeleſs, That T'abbore it INV. RAR As. ferts it Lawful n "I 

all employed in the King's Service, becauſeſo. emplo pan I, — — * 

no ſuch thing, neither for that Cauſe or any other, tr anno y makes 2 

Diſtinction between Perſons under the Epicher of Bloody, Crue, Nr. 

derers, Cc. and theſe only. 2. The only on of their declared int 

ol proſecuting theſe whonr they — 0 bring to Puniſh- 

ment: is becauſe they are ſu employed. by the Tyrant, in ſuch Service as 

3 the Bloc of innocents, and for. their and ſbllo r- 

, and ſo chat's the very Reaſon for which they e- 

5 T and therefore Fooliſh, fn impertinent and very *. a 

De 8 as a Qualification of the Senſe of chat impious Outh. 4 

When next I take a Review of my Diſcourſe before the Juſticiary, J 

_ think it like the Raving of a Mam in an Ague, or rather like og: dared 
= the Loxp ; or like Peter's Diſcourſe, as it may be ſuppoſed, when 

Juggs 7 ew, tha man Fire. nde A online * 


4} 


! ſhew many times -when a Man forgoes his Conſcience, 
3 _ R For 1. 7 
85 . it ſhould have, and foreſhown what was like to bethe Iduez , 
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"6656 ge lene, war errand 3 mor only 


— AT Rs required to take, at leſt, that ever I 
| * that manner, hand over- head, as it were, re 
Without knowing what, than in a manner ſuitable to 
Ho 2 with upliſted hands to the Moſt 
3 they yet more odious; and Grearing 2 ſubſcribing 
ve at firſt, ſeemed worſt. of all; becauſe it was 


ſwear : And ſwearing 
the Clerk's 


| \« cla T was not requi 
"to do, as I was made to believe But chiefly, becauſe I thought f was - 


- notlo capable of thatScnſc and Accommodation, that I had 


”  tho'\indeed when I reflect 
* how it can quadrate it more than the other; for that pretend 


A Declarati ion inſert in the Proclamation, and that which they gall Trai- 
© terous and Treaſonable, under the Expreſs Denomination * the 12 
4 —— Declaration, lately affixed upon the Church-Doors, 
> and can noways be diſtinguiſhed : Bur its uſual for a guilty 
to ſow Fig-leaves. But when. L look upon it in the Complex, under all 
its "Fig-leaves, and all the Circumſtances, ies, Senſes and Ac- 
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 tainers of Murdering Principles, aid Perpetrators of A 
with Peace, or am good „and therefore to be exterminated 
and deftrojed out of the « Lak, whom therefore proſecute and perſe- 


frivolous Profuſion of their own Blood: "May — juſt and legally 
for this cannot be vindicated from a more than indirect e of all 
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| Iniquiy of the Oath it ſelf, which nd. a7 
1. Conſidering the Party who ſet forth 

N repreſents ſo odiouſly arid invidiouſly, wheure! the Oath im- 


pon'd obliges us to.condemn, as ſo repreſented ; as if they were M 
| Villanies, in- 3h 


cute ſo cruelly, to the Effuſion of their Blood, under colour of Law, By _.4Þ 
taking this Oath, I have formally, under my unhappy hand, difowns 7 : 
ed ond and renounced them, and all Part of Tillleatt in them, or Society oe 1 
Sympathy with them, whom yet I know and believe are the 9 
People of Gop, more ea contending, deny r for the - 4 
Faith, and Word of CHRIST"s Patience, and have more for their 4 
Adherence to the Covenanted Reformation of the Church of 'Sreetaullf  } 
and for their Oppoſition to all its Deformations and Defe&ions; than 
any Party within the Land ; ; yet them have I rejected · as my Companions, | 
h with ſome of them I have had ſweat Company and 8 
on, in the Houſe of Gop, by abjuring and condemning their 2 
which Duty and Neceſſity drove them to: Hereby I have praſi * N 4 4 
taken upon me, to paſs a Judgment upon the Deed of my * 
fore their murdering y Enemies, and that not a var diſcretive 7 
Jo „but a publick definitive Sentence, in my -by the 
Solemn Way of declaring it, that can be, by Oathand * 5 i- 12 = 
6 under my Hand ; whereby I condemned a the ſuffering®' of uy | 
Brethreh; w ſealed their Teſtimonyzin Op 3 to this co hol 
with their Blood ; and finiſhed it with v, as fool 


ed and executed upon them, as Rebels of Murdering Principles 3 


3 Leyerity executed upon them. 
Contflies Party impoſing the ' Oath with fach Rigour; r= 
profecuring > e Refuſers with ſuch ravenous Rage, murdering .and tor- 


all wh will not com with them, declarin a War more formal 
1 — — and all that will dare to aſſerf 
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br. ee Him, under an open at. rg ed Banner of Defiance 0 
than cręr Mortals durſt Soak and avouch. The Hear! _ 
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n who hath by bloody and treacherous 

ſurpation ſucceeded to him, being ſuch a Monſter for Murder and Miſ- 
hel, Tyranny, Opprefſion, Perfidy, and Perjury, chat among all the | 
' Nimrods and Nexro's that Ages can account, we cannot find a Paral- 

lel, by all Law, Divine and Humane, incapable of Government, or any 


Truſt, or ſo much as Protection, or any Priviledge, but to be purſued 
by all asa common Enemy to Mankind, and Bealt ot Prey, and his Un- 
weir, and Agents and Complices devoted to his Luſt and ſerving his 
wicked Deſigns in their reſpective Offices and Places of Truſt under 
- him, which by his Nomination and ſole Appointment, 22 been 
dated to, a eſtabliſhed in, with Wo] yo and indeli lible aracter of 
Perjury, the only Qualification, and Cauſa ua non, cir being ca- 

le of — — occupying by” Uſurpation, Intruſion and 
Violence the publick Places of Judicatory, and carrying all ſo inſolently 


nud arbitrarily, and with ſuch an Effrontry of Wickedneſs and Deſpite of 
all Reaſon, Religion or juſtice, that they cannot but be looked upon 


as the moſt peſtilent and peſtiferous Plague, that ever peſtered a — — 
By my eg of that Oath, by them projected, asa Pelt to infe& 
ſcences with, and pervert them to wicked Truth-deſerting and Law- 
| ing Loyalty, and impoſed as a Teſt of our Complyance with 
them, — coming off from that little Flock, whom. — deſign to de- 
m, as well 
us oſ the Generation of the Righteous, to their Satisfaction and the o- 
thers Sorrow, really incorporate my ſelf with them, owned their uſurp- 
ed Power, as Judges to adminiſter Oaths, given them all the Obedience 
they required for the Time to their Authority, and. all the Security 
they demanded for my Loyalty, approved all their Preceedings in that 
Matter, and tranſadted, tampered and bargained with theſe Sm of Belial, 
ſuch diſhonourable Terms, ſor a baſe Fear of 1 4 filly Life, and 
ir 


4 chaſed a Right · to that common Badge of their proſeſſed and 
— Friends, who (upon taking that Oath ) have from them a Pri- 
vi and Allowance to travel and traffick, where and how they will, 


through the Country, denied to all other that want that „I mean 
the Paſs, or Teitificate they Fer from them thereupon, which is the 
Mark of that Secular Beaſt of y, no leſs pernicious to the World, 
than y hath been to the Church, and which is given to all the 

Takers of that Oath, as a Mark or Tefſera, that they are no Enemies to 


the Government, as they call it: Now tho' I received not this yet I 
libe- 


had a Right to it, and ſhould have got it aually, if J had been li 
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3. Co g that Apologerical Declaration it ſelf, which is To beſpat⸗ 
red and Sdiouſly Repreſetited, and ſo rigorouſly enjoyned to be Abjured; * 
but when I more — look into it, and ponder and perpend'the _ 
Purpoſe and Scope of it, I can ſee nothing that can be abjured Conſcien- 
tiouſly in it, but the whole of it, laying aſide Prejadice and Critical Cenſd“ 


riouſneſs, capable of a fair and acceptable Conſtruction. The Motivs 3 
leading them to ſet it forth, being only theig defires and laudable Con- 
ſcientidus endeavours to Proſecute, and to ſecure themſelves in the . 


Proſecution of Holy commanded Duties, and to keep up a ſtanding Te- 
ſtimony againſt the Inſolence of the Age, given up of GOD to lay out 

8 in promoving a Courſe of anity and Perſecution, not 
withſtandingof all their Viperous Threatnings; their Meaſures being * 
none other, than the Commendable Precedents and Examples of Zeat-" 


ous and Tender Hearted Chriſtians, who habe done the like, and dur 


National and Soſemn Covenants lying with their binding force Indiſpen- 


g ve common Friends and Foes with out 
Covenanted Reformation; to all which they declare, and avouch their 
reſolved adherence,” and their own former Declarations, diſow | 
Allegiance to, and the at 01 fon a Man, who had iyſo jure Forefault- + 
cd all Authority,by his Intollerable Tyranny,Perjury and Perfidious breath 


of Truſt, repoſed and devolved upon him by Covenant, .and by his 8 


verturning all the Fundamental Conſtitutions of rhe Government,” per- | 


verting, inverting, everting all Laws, all Liberties, al Privileges of Chf 
eſormatſon. 


and State, all Eftabliſhments of our Covenanted Work of | 
all ſecurities of our Life, or Enjo rs whatſoever ;*uſurping to him 
an Abſolute, Tyrannical, Civil Supremacy, inconſiſtent with the Free- 


dom or Safety of the People, and a Monſtrous, Blaſphemous, Eccleſialti- 


cal Supremacy, as formally Invading and Encroaching u 
tor's N as King of his Church, by him Exauctorated, as ever 
the Antichriſt's Supremacy was. Upon which conſiderations, to endeavour: 
to make good their Freedom, find Emancipation from that Yoke,which 
they had caſt off, they behoved to reſolve upon a War defenſi inſt 
him, and his Bloody Emiſſaries; which being declared before, they 
only here Teſtifie their unanimous oe of, Adherence to, and Re- 
ſolutions to Proſecute that War againſt him and his Accom ene 
by out themſelves to promote his Wicked and Helliſh De 

ar 


the Media- 


| | gns:By whit 
do not mean a formed, ſtated and declared Infſurredtiop, with 2 


Hoſtile Force to break the Peace of the Nation, aud involve all in 


but 2 reſolved, arowed, conſtant Oppoſition to the Murdering, Viclence. 
Injuſtice, Opprediou ar ; 
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| clawed War againſt CHRIST, bearing. down his Work and Inteꝭeſt in the 
Land, anda conſtant Endeavour in ition to them to Purſue. the 
Ends of our Covenants, in ſtanding to Defence of our Glorious Work 

of Reformation, and their · o n Lives, and in the Defence thereof, to 
maintain the Cauſe and Intereſt of CHRIST againſt his Enemies, and 
. to hold up the Standart of our Lonp 2 Cunisr, meaning the Goſ- 
Bea the Word of their EN to they looked upon them 

_ ſelves as bound and oy by their Holy Covenants, dedicated to the 
 Lonpi in their Perſons, Lives, FF for de and 
pPromoving this Glorious Work of Reformation, notwithſtanding all op- 

. Poſition that is or may be made thereunto, and Sworn againſt all Neu- 
erality and Indifferency in theLoxp's Matters: Whereunto they a: 
2 and obteſt all them, who wiſh well to Zion, to a Concurrence 

erting the ſame common Cauſe and Quarrel, in of which 

5 againſt ſuch Wicked Enemies, becauſe by them they were 

y Puffucd, and Hunted, and Murdered wherever they. were met 
with, neither could find any Harbour or Hiding Place in any Corner of 
the Country, for Searchers, Informers, and Inſtigators, who il ſtirred 
up the Country to riſe the Hue and oy AN and cauſed them to 

be delivered up, and delated them to the Courts of their Mur- 

F  dering Enemies, whereby much Innocent Blood was Thed. There- 

> fore to ſtop their Carreer of Violence, and deter em from ſuch 
ey found it neceſſary to. threaten em with more active and 

* vigorousOp poſition,and that they might 5 Treated as they de- 

” frved, 9 they are far from owning ons Io rnating Principles, "of ap 
cs 4 Aſſaſſinations ; for they give open lain warning and Adver- 

| tothe World of their Deęſigns, and can no way be e ien le 

| . aſſerting it Lawful to kill all emp dyed i in the King's Service in Church, State, | tc 

 Hrmy,orCountry ( as theProclamation in viperous- invective-Calumny, miſ* 
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preſents the Declaration ) but on the contrary, do jointly and yo me: e th 
ly declare they deteſt and abbore that Helliſh Principle of-- Bling all who Ju 
1 in Judgment from them : And there they are firmly and rea y purpoled fu 


not to e any whomſoever, but ſuch as are directly or in- u 
directty guilty of, or acceſſory to the Murder of theirBrethren, whom they A 
mind not to ſlaſinate neither, or kill Tumultuarily or raſhly, but to pro- CC 
ſecute them with all the Formalities that Juſtice in their Capacity, and en 
the Times diſorder and Diſtracted Condition will allow ; expreſly decla- te 
ting, that they abhore, Condemn and Diſt all Perſonal Acteaprs, de 
upon any Pretext wharſomever, without previous Deliberation, com- 

mon conſent, certain Probation of ſufficient Witneſſes, or the ity Per- | 
Jon's Coletta. „ irever e . 
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7 diſtin into ſeveral Claſſes, ord to the Re ah | 
place thoſe, 


tions of their wickeidneſs. In the firſt, cliey 
| under 4 Pretext of an 'Uſarped: Aucherit) A 
„and Officers of ther Forcer or Bande of Robbers)? | 
ruel and Blood-Phirſty!Ta'the the z 
Claſs, they threaten ſuch as are actually in Arms againſt them in ang In- 


ferior Rank, and ſuch Gentlemen and Biſhops Curats, as r- 4 4 
and willingly ferve them, to accompliſh and feeduste their . EE 


obeying then Commands, making fearch'for tkeſe poor Men, deliv 
them up, ating, informing and Witneſſing zgainſt; and Hantitig- 
ter them; and not all theſe neither, bur ſabh as cruclly -profecute that 
Service to the effuſion of their Blood ; neither do they threaten-all equa? | 
ly, nor of peremptorily, but that continuing after the Publi- 
cation of chis their Declaration obſtinately and habitually in theſe couſ- 
ſes ( which ſhowsthey intended no hurt to them if they-would bold up 
their Hands) they would fepute them as Enemies to GOD and RefopeY - } 
mation, and Punifh' them as ſuch according to their Power, and th dent 7 
of their Offence, withal lea 3 — for Civil and Ecclefiaſlich- | 1 
tisfaction, before Lawful and Judicatories, ſor the Offenses o 
ſuch Perſons as their Power may not reach, Gr. And r to 
be neceſſitated to ſuch ſevere Courle and carneſtly deſirous 
be prevented, they faithfully and C Chtitianty 
row and Seriouſneſs of the Sin, and Hazard FN their ani 
Proteſt that only Neceſſity for :"Scif-Preferration and Zens Reli 
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there be any thing thete ſo Odious and execrable, to beſo fo 
for the Pda. 


jured, Renounced and Abhorred in the-Prefence'of G 
ſure of, and in Obedience to the Will, of His and our et any? 
unb aſſed Conſiderer impartially weigh, or awakned — * 

And doubt my Swearing and Subſcribing that Oath will be caſt and 


condemned, I ſal ſay WE of the Neceſſity, conveniencyy\ 3 
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ency or Formality ot this Dec ; but the Lawtulneſs i che 
ter is ſo andlenyable; that we cannot Reſileor Renounce it, wink ” 
demning many very Material Principles of our Reformation: 
Succeſs and capacity is wanting to juſtiſie the Manner, ' whoſe cir 
dave, 1 tg nee, ede hn: 3 
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d Friends, from Cuxisr's Followers) by diſcriminating Signs, declar- 
ing it their Fleaſure, and requiring all p. the Age of 46, Years, Me to | 
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they oh; 
ventute to travel without ſuch a Teſtificate, ſhall be holden and uſed as 
CConcurrers with the ſaid Rebels; commanding all Heretors, &c. to 
in the Lifts of the Names of all under them before the'Curate ; dec 
ing, if any ſhall refuſe to concur in ſuch RG 
ilty of the foreſaid Crimes, and puniſhed — 1 
prohibiting all to harbour, lodge or entertain any, t. 
'Qertificares, under the ſame Pain : And for Encourage 
Jul diſcover, or apprehend: any to be found 
ſuring to them the Sum of. five hundred Merks Kuss for each of chem. 
This is that Hell-hatched Proclamation, ſo 


bath not been feen ; whereby not only the Country's Intereſt and 
Trade hath been prejudged, y compelling all to have à Paſs in Time 
of Peace, and theſe to be procured at exorbitant Rates, o 


People, not only Common Hoſtlers and Inn-Keepers are made | es, 


- 4mpowercd to impoſe Oaths upon Paſſengers, for their Paſſes, that 
be not forged. ; but many Conſciences cozened, cheatcd, wounded wr 


| Proclamation, the ſpurious Spawn of the Devil's Venom againſt Curt 
Followers; for I have given all the Obedience to it that was required 

ol. m in my Capacity, and Obedience juſtu es the Law enjoining 

have done all was required, or ſhould 1 done by me, to anſwer the 


nded, and the Methods by which it is proſecuted, which hath a dread- 


WEN — dl of Iniquity in it. Hence, 1/7. I have ſubſcribed to all theſe 


rafters, wherewith they brand that poor perſecuted Party, 

pry and 5 condemned them, as info/ext and deſperate Rebels, —— 

zit, He Rec. 25). In — —. 
anciplcs ee: ſpecified, 
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er . D, ſince this Cataſtrophe, the Principle of Defenſive 
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ä grie vous for its Effects, fo 
Arxeadful for. its Deſign, fo monſtruous for its Abſurdities, that the like 


8 the whole Land involved in Sin: But by my tak ing this 
Oath, I have 4 and. juſtified this deteſtable, ed ecrable, — 
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Deſign of it in my Circumſtances, and conſequently by doing the thing 
Wn prove, I have juſtified the Grounds upon which the - Preſcript was 


_ Declaration 1 have diſoẽ n- 


2 ſt this i ſurping Faction oi W of c W. Work of Reforma- 
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Fee „and to all the cruel Villzics commirted a 
all he Obncurrence required of me (and I —_ L 0n theis per 
bed diſcriminating Sign of Loyalty, and of being l them, | 


Times, which is ſo ſinful and ſcandalous, that I cannot hint cheſe __ 
without Shame; and yet for Shame, I cannot enlarge upon them. 

5. Conſidering the Nane, Conditions, and cations of ſo ſo- 
lemn and cron: Piece of GOD's Worthip, and way of invocating his 
Holy Name, as 


Oath is: I have by taking that im Oath of Ab- 
juration, dreadfully fully and hainouſſy Sober the third — by 
taling his Name in vain, in the worſt Sort, and ſo cannot be holden quite - 


leſs ; but upon man oe mma eg I muſt cry, Guilty: For it is im- 
88 ſuch 9 — however it be conſtrued, _ ever be taken * 
t e requiſite ualifications, neceſſary to erved in all Oaths, that 
are mentioned once for all, in Yer. 4. 2. where every one that ſweareth, 
muſt do it in Truth; in Fudgment, and in Righteouſneſs. Now, 1/7. This 
Oath cannot be taken in Truth, which is a neceſlary Qualification in all 

Oaths, according to the Definition of a true Oath, which is, 4 ſolenn 
Irvocation of GOD: for bay mp of Jome- True, Lawful, Grave and 
Weighty, Uſeful and. 1 orthy Bufineſi, wherein be is 3 and appealed unto, 
that He , as the only Searcher of Hearts, may give His Teſtimony to the Truth” © 

of. Thing, a the Swearer, if he ſwear not in Truth: And this 
wearing in Truth doth import and require, both Sinceriry of the 

filled 2 Rev and the awful Apprehenſion of a nt GOD; 

and Simplicity of t Mind, well informed of the of the. 

Oath, that we have a clear U taking of it, and take it not implicit- 

y, but with our own Und ing ; and alſo Singleneſs and Honeſty 'in' _ 
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the Intention, that it be not to deceive, by putting any other Senſe : 4 


Meaning muſt be clear, and ſuch as may be obviouſly gathered from the 


Words, and according as they are ſuppoſed to be underſtood by others, 
eſpe 3 them that exact the Oath; for if he mean one chin and we - 


ther, GOD's Name is profaned,and the End of the Oath fruſtrate ;'and ſo " 
all Equivocations © and'''MyxTat Reservations are | 


as all Divines treating en Oaths teach: And worthy - Mr. 


Durham particularly” on the 3 Command, Pag. 123, in Oftavo 
And aſterwards on the 
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conſequentliy, ever to riſe in Arms againſt him u Pretence 
1 r if we may eee rn ing. 222 | 
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the fear of GOD, or ſincerity of the Heart, cannot bei and if 
Conlience becalle into Judgement will code. 75 T 1. 179 


not be . with Knowled Deliberation, 
5. els — 2 is we Swear, — Darham explains 


— wm 119. ot ( {0 5 enpnge how a jos 
145 in = rotary corny recs mays of it being 

the Impoſers, and. if WET 
n ec 
obſcure A eclars 


r ee 


refleR-on this, when afterwards' I'Subſcrib 
under a ſevere 


Law that is ze than a Man's Private Oath, given to a 


STRESS TO BET RESP ERS BCS SANTA THIS ST, 2 


3 5 7 — g 
** 6 _ y 3 8 ; " * a. L 1 
of . TY N 5 A 
# I Se : 1 — e 4 — 
Os * 82 


* 5 7 
: 2 . * - 
* 5 3 f N be . 
* n = - : L * * 4 0 13 5 * mY , * * —_ 
20 N : 3 * 3 »#V . 


be 6342) 


ethels vr thing are contained in it, with I knew tor be 
fit be a or; Condition, and to 
arif SO BE, then I know it to be uncertain, and that 
to bon then of GOD to be aWitneſs to an-uncer- - 
the: that is Swear Evil Conſcience, 
GO to dire to call —ů that vrhich is in 
r itbe Truth or 2 Lie, aud ſucht a: Swearer: muſt make it 
d - whether he mate GOD a Witneſs of 2 Trutk or of! x Lie: in 
che Cale. Vid. Pareum- e Pag. 6544 K 4 Alas I. did not 
it again, under this Noti- 
it carmotbe” taken im becanſe: it is impoſed 
of Death; and en: le prog: yn All im- 
poſeck uud Extorted Garfis are by n Jadged unla we 
ful? eſpecially Public Oaths, impoſed by Authority under colour of 


om But next, 


for 
fear of Death, if the Matter be unlawful ; but whether. the Matter be 
lawfal orunlawful, ſuch an Oath coacted and impoſed. by Law, cannot 
be taken in Jadgement; for if it be taken out of reſpect to the Law, than 
its the Perſons age to the equity of that Law, and an Approbation 
of the Impoſition, which in the preſent caſe cannot be done by any Man 
A Conſcience, for whether the Oath be lawful or not, .the: Authority 


if it be Extorted our of Fear, then.it cannot be taten wird Delibe- 
ration, or Voluntarily and Unviolated Choice, and Unconſtrained: Light- 
or Liberty ; which are alt the-Ingredients:of Judgement. 3. This Oath 
cannot be taken in 23 chat l, ern te the Law of or 
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ing it is nought, and the Law Wicked, and can never be approven; * I 


my or, or ene Kin none of that Mur Crew, — 


they are in his Service ? Was „ ne is it of ſuch 

as to be the occaſion of involving the hole Country in —2 
TY 5 as alas} by chat Oath they have done. Neither is it now f 
fary, to make Ki Abjure a Declaration. now out of date; ſince the "Ob. 


ofit, Charles the ad. is Dead, and no viſible Party actually in Arms to 
ſecute it. Neither. is it of any uſe or Worth, but only rang >& 5 


gratific their greedy Luſting after the Blood of Innocents, or, the 
of filly Souls, 2 by their Snares, by involving them in the ſame Sin 
of Perj jury aid. Conſcience Debauching, falſe Swearing, whereof. they 
| rhemſetyes are ſo hainouſly Guilty ; but on the contrary, it is Falſe, Uncer- 
rain, Unlawful, Impoſſible, Frivoling, Fruitleſs, Uſeleſs aud Umworthy, to the 
+ pods 3 be thought on, to Interpoſe the Name of GO 
to on, to In ame o Du 
it, Him the — — — Ane and a N 
chat whic He will be an A Many other things might: add 
0 Demonſtrate the Sinfulneſs 8 I Mall here forbear,re- 


terring — fg this more Evident, in 
bs a. The ha * a Paper which I migd to e more Public. 
_ Gees + Immediately after this Fall, through Mercy I fourid 
-+ the Smart of it, aqd the Senſe of ir id ſick lon with a 
Sorrow, which kept me down in many « Day . 


which coſt me man 
Ground again, in ſo m 
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and, which is the worſt of all, dreadfully fin- 


ap wiki 
e 


among the living. The 


not find Words to . but when; that ee 


ſitiveh retract and condemn it 


the Nimiſters in taking turns with them 


9 
90 Nig Night I 8 to the Weſtern. a. 
lery, it was repreſenced with ſuch black d, horrid Agra avations, . that 
almoſt diſtracted me, which the. more I 9 " 1 
more Numerouſly ; as ſome Letters 1 Arcs. wel 25 om © 1 Fil. 
was in that Condition, can yet We But Peter”s ok that be got after 
his denyal, did Comfort me, and 1 began to recover the hope of Par- + 
don; burftilfT, thought, He would take 1 45 an my iauſ, and that 
1 had Forefantred: the Honour of ever b rel 0p) ine be uy x 
vice in the Work of the Goſpel, as wag be 


diſcatded ont of his Service, . for this never-eno 
fulneſs- As I found my {elf dilcoured; ghe hoergr 


ſcience for fin was a little abated (1 E Fa 2 8 


Hear, and periaing cured DEL Ee ing 
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them, for ſome. Repafation,; _ 
ns 15 be the hazard what 5 I 4 parted this doubt to, and 
- = elolution in 71 caſe from aur Aich yet could not. get any 
atisfying peremptory Detemination, un rovidence Non | 
did reſolve me, as as I ſhall by and by declare. * . | 

The Time 1 ſtayed in that "Welter Galle ry se. 
another Place, was Wer the ſpace of dani [,E 
erciſedPublickly,in thatSociety,in any Miniſte 
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baſely and ungratefuliy requited, for their 
hating Honeſty fy are Impriſoned * 
ſtimony or Signification of my diſlike of, and diſapproving that di- 
on, that I was in a capacity to give at that time, and in all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances; for other Practical Di eee, by withdra wing from 
hearing I could not uſe, being ſhut up at their Times of Exerciſe in the 
ſame Room with them, and when on the firſt Sabbath I Eflayed to with- 
draw, and went outof the Room, I was taken and ſhut in again, and for 
my verbal Proteſtation, or entering in Diſputes with them, I was 
Conſcious of my own Inability, and fearful that the Truth might ſuffer 
by my weak Managing à Plea for it, or my ſelf might be confounded or 
inſnared; eſpecially at that Time, I was very averſe from ſuch intangling, 
© incumbring Diſcompoſures of Spirit, and very indiſpoſed for ſuch Concer- 
rations, having my Spirit otherways Exerciſed ;_ yet I was not altoge- 
ther ſilent, but now and then as I had occaſion, endeavoured to main- 

tain my Practiſe, and Proteſted my Deteſtation of their indirect Betray- 
ing of the Liberties of the Church of Scotland by that DefeRion, and 

could — eſcape ſome little ny _ it. 1 1 g 2 ac- 

know they were very civil and courteous to, an er of me, 

during my we! "ich them, and I believe in Charity, had ſympathy 

with me when I was ; tho' ſome of them took ſome occaſion to be 
incenled againſt me, for a Letter that was ſent to me from ſome Friend, 
reflecting upon the Indulgence: Among others of the Times fins, which 

was loſt in the Tolbooth, and delivered to the Goodman or one of the 

Chicf Keepers,and ſhewed to one of the Indulged, who thereupon was 

2 d at me, for no Fault of mine, and threatened to cauſe me be put 
in another Room on the other ſide, and accordingly ( whether upon his 
Inſtigation or not, I ſhall not ſay, but ſhortly after) the Goodman gave 
. Orders to remove me to the other ſide ; but when I was preparing to go, 
dy the Interceſſion of others, the Order was Countermanded, Iſtay- 

| ed a while longer. ” „ ER Ea 

The Council by this Time was thinking to diſpoſe of us otherwiſe 
than fell out; they ſent Indictments to a great many Priſoners; whom 
.. afterwards they ſcent to Dunnortar-Caſtle, and afterthat to the American 
** and 2 85 1 as one with the reſt that came in the 
Lacht London, {ever y our ſelves, Charging us with the com- 
mom Crimes of not keeping our Pariſh Churches, Unlawful Marriages and 

| Baptiſms, Reſetting of, Conver fing with Rebels, refuſing the Oath of Al- 
p "_ &c. 4 . — ited to anſwer re the Council on 

che 3h ot April;for which I was preparing, but the Dyet was not held with 
dite reit, and anticipated with me by e which made a 
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ei Letter of mine fall into their Hands, which I had intended to ſend to 
Le- Holland, directed to Jom Balfour to be Tranſmitted by him to others 

ae my Friends there; which was: very ſtrangely ordered by Providence, both 

Ar- as to the diſcovery and effects of it, which brought me to very great 
om Danger, very near to a Sentence of Death, beſides the Trouble it occa- 
the | foned to others. I had delivered it to a Woman to be delivered to 
th- ſome Seaman in Borrow eſs, which was done, but it ſeems notwith 

for due Diſcretion: - However, in a Search of that =_— only to which he 

Vas belonged, tho* others were going, and (as it vas told me) of that Man 

ter only who had my Letter, none other being queſtioned, my Letter was 

or found and brought to the Council. I had ordered therein the Anſwer to 

ng, | be directed to me under a Borrowed Name of Target, to be left in R- 

1 K bert Toung's Wright, without his Knowledge altogether; yet becauſe of 

, this he was Apprehended, Impriſoned, and afterwards ſent to Dumuttar. 

In- with the reſt, and ſuffered wy much and innocently, - which was no 

ay- ſmall Addition to my Grief, Of this I had no Advertiſement, nor any 

nd | Warning of my own appearing before the Council until the very-inſtant - 

ac- UF ofthe Guards coming for me; yet I was not altogether ſurpriſed, but had 

ne, a ſecret kind of Suggeſtion e imminent, tho I knew not 

thy | what it would be; for that expecting to go before the Coun- 

be cil to Morrow, to anſwer to the foreſaid Indictment, being a little per- 

nd, | plexed in the forethought of what Snares I might moet with, and about 

ich my Reſolution (I was hinting of before Jof diſowning my former Deed, 

the at length upon a Chair I fell aſleep, and flept till within half an Hour 

Vas that I was called upon; in which fleep I Dreamed, that I was preſenig 
Pe | that Night to go through great and dangerous Troubles, and had ghe - 2 
his very Repreſentation of what I met with; which, when I awoke, put e 
wo to my Prayers, or otherways, it is like, I had been called without 'Re- 
80, | « commending my ſelf to GOD ; and I had ſcarce done, nay, beſor C 
„came from my ſecret &ctirement, ſuch as that Place afforded, which 
8 was only to caſt my ſelf down upon myBed, I was roared upon to come 
riſe Þ gown and go beſote the Council; ſo I went, knowing nothing of the 
22 Matter to he laid to my Charge. And for a Narration of that piece ß 

Can Tryal, and what ſucceeded, I ſhall here Tranſcribe the Account that! 
the Þ rote preſently after, as ſoon as I could get leaſure, which tho” the Pre» - 
m. faces be ſome what Prolix, (thinking then I ſhould poſſibly get Acceſsto ³⁵ 
and leave no other Teſtimony before my Death but theſe” Accounts J I fall! 
4. not put in any other Dreſs than they were then conceived in.“ And as 

ON | T have done before I ſhall Subjoin ſome Reflections I have had on theſe 
Paſlages after every W TW 73:58; 50 tines, al 
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the Cound the aun 
| Med pre im upon fig daddies 


Ping abour to. ne tort pere. Friends concen, 
for their Sari of my late, and pro- 
threatened with Death 


bably the laſt Part of my Try lg now 

which' in appearance is de I cannot tell but may be determin- 
ed by the Holy GOD, the LORD of my Life; and therefore Laws 
not bur this ſhort and confuſed Account may be all that I ſhall 
to contribute for a Teſtimony to the and Perſecuted — 


of Truth and Duty, what I ſuffer for. I am taken in the Entry with 
Amazement in Ref ingup pon the ous Wiſdom of Providence, 
that brought it about. Ol the * & Adorable WiſdomofGOD? 


that can make uſe of the Folly of ſuch a Nothing as I am to purchaſe 
the Glory of His own Wiſdom. O tor Wiſdom to obſerve and take it 
up aright; and to it to his _— let it tend never ſo much 
to my own Shame. Let me Die a Fool, if my LORD His 

Wiſdom by; and over me, ina way of Mercy to me. The ſeveral Veſ- 
tiges of Divine Providence, as I have had ſome Experience of the moſt 
part of them that are Recorded in P alm 107 throughout, have been often 
refreſhing to me to ruminate u t Ido think this Paſſage as obſerv- 
able as any I have met wi * that upon the ſerious Reflection u 
on it, to end 1 may make the right uſe of it, I deſire, for my 1 
and others, to be qualified with that Wiſdom, and to ex 
Truth of 4 Promiſe in the —— that Pſalm, Whoſo is 
_ will: obſerve theſe thirgs, even they ſb ftand the Loving Kipdneſs 4 
LORD: L hope — terrible this Diſpenſation, bringi of 
bout my. Tryal in ſuch a manner, be, and however Declarative o ay | 
much condemned -Folly and Raſhneſs ( which I ſhall not trouble the 
World much to juſtifie ) yet in the end it ſhall be Froductive of much 
Loving Kindneſs co me. 

Aker my former revouncing the Son! ciary, when 1 took the 
Oath of Abj ration, renouncing the 4 2 of the 
_ deſpiſed, —— 
in 


perience the 
and 


. arty in Scotland, now 
1 was much grieved — troubled in my Conſcience, 
for what 7 done, both for che Manner, in ſuch a Sop 25 
Way ot Equivocation, without a plain and clear Teſtimony to 
cities I owned; or difowned ; and forthe Matter, renouncing 
. Re foo Lawfulneſs of that, or other Declarations of War 
3 King, founded utter the Principles of onr Coe, Wo 
„ ; together with the diſowning of the Methods there threatned 
to bade, 1 AUEL A ſtrong! 


J , e ob Rt be 


— wn 


* 


— ing the Enemics,which to me ſeems to import an indirect (at leaſt a 


e 


2 ing of their ſhedding of their Blood uncontrolledly, in ſuch About- 


_ which I h; 


Thad about ir, What 1. was called to do in the Caſe ; but the Interven- |} 


à large Letter to Holland, to be communicate to ſome. Friends there, 
herein I gave a Relation of all that had paſt, and all my Interrogations, - 


People, with whom I had thereby ſaid, 4 Con ederacy· This Letter | 


due Time) and ſo was carried to the Chancellor, who thereupon hell 
2 Committee of the Council upon me ; the Commiſſioner "4 


bout 7 a Clock at Night, expecting nothing like it, but lookingto have 
been Called the Day following to anſwer to a general Indi&ment with 


| but ſhall only hint ar the Purport of my Examination, and what I con- 


rt asked, How long I had been a Priſaner, and how 1 + my. Time un- 
firſt "400; 71 Your, Seo hy on 


der my n? I told him, I had been a conſiderable | 
no doubt I might have ſome ſad Reflections on my igence, and o- 
ther Mi i but that I endeavoured to improve my Time as well 


28 1 could. He then asked, Il hat Reſentments I had of all that: I had dne, 
lince Icame into this Condition ? At which, ſmelling à little What de In- 


ce, at leaſt, a baſe tranſacting with the Enemy, which is impoſed as 
a Teſt of our Hy to Curisr's Enemies; and. upon ſeveral Grounds, - 
ad a, Mind to have made apparent to the World, in a Paper 
by it ſelf, I ſhall not enlarge upon now. But, I ſay, being wounded and 


mitten in my Mind, 7 was anxiouſly deſiring of the Lokp, Reſolution, 


if ever I came before them again, to reſile from, and retra& what I had 
done, and reſtifie my Abhorrence of my own Deed; which ſome can 
witneſs, to whom I impartcd it: Many Doubts and Toſſings of Mind 


tion of holy Providence reſolved the Caſe unavoidable. 7 had written 


and Anſwers ; wherein alſo I did expreſs more fully my Mind, bothcon- 
comming the Authority, and my Reſentment of that Oath, I had taken, 
W 


ith ſome Reflections upon the Juſticiary, as Murderers of the Logy's « ö 


incloſed in another ſhorter, inſtructing how the Anſwer ſhould be direct- 
ed to me, under a borrowed Name, fell into the Hands of my Enemies 
(how, or when, or where I cannot tell, Gop will diſcover that alſo in 


being preſent, before whom, upon the 29th of April, I was brought, - 


others: But the Loxp had appointed my Trial otherwiſe to be ſtaged, 
and interrogate upon this Matter only, which now I would give a ſhorr 
Account of; but by Reaſon of my Confuſions, and the Length of Time 
after my Appearance, in which I had no Occaſion. to write, being kept 
in the Comer of Guard among Soldiers, I cannot give a perfect Relation, 


Ar my firſt coming in, and taking the Place appointed for my ſlanding 
before os Council Table che Chancellor, who all the Discuss | 
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| tended, I anſwered, That al * Actions were ſo tainted with Infirmi- 


ties and Imperfections, that upon a Review, I could reflect on few of 
them, but with regrate, and a ſad Heart. Then he asked, What I thought 


of my taking th: late Oath of Abjuration, which I had ſubſcribed before the Lords 


of Fuſticiary ? | I ſaid firit, That I thought that had been over, and the 
rt had been ſatisfied: in that Part. What was done, could not be 
_ undone, or called in Queſtion. He replied ſomething to this Purpoſe, 


That he was certainly informed, That I'was ſorry for what I had dane; and 


therefore had reſi ed from it, and ſo it could grve neither Satisfattion, nor Se- 
curity 72 Peaceableneſs, or Principles that were tollerable, and therefore willed 
me to be ingenuous; and harangued ſomewhat largely to this Purpoſe. I 
anſwered, That I loved to be ingenuous, and was a Perſon that was 
both unskilful in, and an Abhorrer of Equivocations, but loved Plainneſs 
and Chriſtian Simplicity, in things that J had a Clearneſs to own or 
confeſs. He told me, 8 then take a Proof of it, and that not 
had an Opportunity to ſbow it. I anſwered, I would then take that Opportunity, 
to ſhow them that I had been under the Trouble. and Horrorot a wound- 
ed Conſcience, for taking that Oath, and that 7 thought 7 had done ill 
in it, both as to the Matter and Manner In the Manner, that when J 


could not preſerve the Liberty of my Mind; but mult nceds diſcover it, 


Thad uſed ſuch Shifts and Evaſions, that I thought were not ſo ſuitable 
to that Plainneſs and Simplicity, that my Circumſtances and Profeſſion 
did call for, and that I had given a Senſe wherein I would take it, which 
upon Second=Thoughts, I found the Oath (as conceived in ſuch Terms) 
Was not capable of; and ſo I gave an Account of the Senſe I offered, 
. Which was then accepted. He asked, What I had to ſay to the Matter of 


34S it, which he wondered any Man of Seu could ſcruple At it. I enquired what 
1 


Xs 


the Deſign, or Reaſon might be of 


and certified, That if I did not take it again, and retra:t ſuch Fancies, my Life 
1 ſbould go for it; and therefore bade me be well adviſed. I anſwered 10 
what to this Purpoſe, that would not loſe my Life for Fancies; but the 


- Exerciſe ofa wounded Conſcience for Sin, was no Fancy. I had felt 


the Anguith thereof in n had no Peace in what 7 had done, and 
I durſt not do it again for the World; I reckoned that I had by difown- 

ing that Declaration, given my Aflent to the Repreſentation of it in the 
Proclamation, that it is founded upon Principles inconſiſtent with Go- 
vernment, and that it aſſerted the Lawfulneſs of killing all imployed by 


4 te King, which was an Untruth; and that 7 thereby diſowned all our 
Covenants, and the Way of en ot Reformation there 
| "adhered to, and all other taithiul 
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is Re-examination, or if he required 
I ſhould take it again. He told me, The Reaſon I jhoul!d know by and by, 
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veral other Things I mentioned in it, which were great Sins to abjure. 
He replied, That no more was enjoined by it, but to abjure it, IN SO FAR 


a. 


* 
© "he 


AS, it declares War againſt the King; and aſſerts, &c. But I could not make 


ſuch Diſtinctions, and did not think it did aſſert any ſuch thing, Several 


other things paſt in Diſcourſe, that I cannot particularly remember: 


but the chief thing inſiſted on, was, the intercepted Letter. After having 


asked, If 1 had am Correſpondence with Holland? Which I ſaid, I had ſome- 


times. Then cauſing the Letter be produced, he asked, If I owned it to 


be mine, with its Subſcription? I ſaid, That was my Name at the Tail of 


it, and the Hand was very like mine. Well, ſaid he, now be ingenuous, 
there's an Occafion for it, you have been communicating to your Friends a Relation 


of your Sufferings, and this you have intended, as = eftimony, in Caſe you. 


ſhould be 3 and now it is very like you will be hang d; and therefore do 
not diſown your own Teſtimony, otherwiſe we will hold you to be the greateſt Diſ- 


ſembler with GOD and Man in the World. We know it to be your's ; none other 


could communicate ſuch Paſſages. Whereupon I found my ſelf, both obliged 


and prompted to own it, and every thing that was in it; and ſaid, I had 


wrote ſuch a Letter to ſuch a Perſon, by: him to be communicated to 


others, for their Satisfaction and Sympathy, and if that was A,” 


it was very CURE Gone. Then he went through the. Parts of it, and 


examined me about Defenſive Arms, and Reſiſtance of Kings: ( I cannot 


remembet the Particulars) and about my owning the preſent King, to 
be my lawfal Sovereign. I told them, I was a Subject, and content to 
be one, in Subjection to any Government, which Providence ſets oer 


us; but for owning the preſent Conſtitution of it, as Gop's 
ment, and according to Law, I durſt not give an active Acknowledge-- 
ment of it,nor own = Ga my Lavyful Sovereign, but in the Terms of the 


it may conſiſt with the Security of Religi- 


on and Liberty. He asked, If Towned that Part of my Letter, amg 


in my Conference with Sir William Paterſon, That 1 thought not Hereditary © 
2 


Succeſſion enough, to make any Man King? 1 anſwered, I did own it ; 
thought that could only give him a Right to be King, whom the 
Repreſentatives might ſet over them ; but did not formally make him 
King, till the People make a py with him, upon Terms ac 
cording to Law, and for the Tony 0 

Then asked, If / owned Deferffue A; 
things were agitated thereupon ; Many Threats reiterated, man 


* 
_poſtulations to couſider theſe Points ſeriouſly, befote 7 ventured 4 Li 
upon them. Moy ſolemn Aſſeverations, That they had no Deſire of m 
Blood. Among oth | 


er things the Chancellor dehorted me, Thas J | 


wot, fland upon Points of Honour; becauſe it might be thought a Shame to renal. A 
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told him, I had no Honour to look to, but Honeſty ; and I would ſtand 
upon Point of Conſcience, till it be better informed. Then 7 was asked, 

Who that Mr. Forbes was, that the Letter was direfFed to? T refuſed to an- 
ſwer a fitſt, and gave ſeveral Deelinatures. They asked, If I uouid ſwear, 
that was his true Name ? I anſwered, I would ſwear none at this Time; 
but 7 could ſay, That was the Name 7 knew him beſt by, and correſpon- 
ded with” him under. Then they would have me to declare, if he had no - 
ther Name, and if I kview he made Uſe of no other. After feveral ſhifting 
Refuſals, they threatened me with Torture. 7 told them, I was a weak 
Man; Torture might extort from me a great deal more than was true, 
ot 1 knew of; but ſaid, 7 will confeſs as well without it as with it. Then 
ſaid he, As you have been ingenuous hitherto_in other "Things, be ſo in this - 
But, faid I, it is nor alike, in other Things I prejudge, or-endanger 
none but only my ſelf ; in this I may ite Bo feb to Trouble, ho 
is altogether innocent. And it wn N riminal Matter, declared by 
Law, to have-Correſpondencewith'tome Perſons, I cannot confeſs, with--_ 
out knowing what Security 7 ſhall have, tkat that Confeffion ſhall not 
milicate againſt my Life. Then the King's Advocate offered the King's 
Security, and the Commiſſioner and Chancellor ſaid, they would atteſt 
it, and might bring them in as Witneſſes, if I be condemned upon that 

Head. Then 1 was prevailed with, but with great Reluctancy, and 
aftet'many Threats, to tell them, that it was ch». Balfour. Then the 
- «ticd out upon me, My I would make Biendibip with a Murderer ! I ſaid, 
I did nottook upon him as ſuch, but as a Man, whom 7 might con- 
yetſe with profitably. Thad found Courteſies from him. They asked, 

Mat I thought of the Biſbop's Murder, and what he ſaid of it 1. I anſwered, 

I never heard him diſcourſe much upon it, & for my part, I have not ſuch 
competent Knowledge of the Circumſtances of it, as to pais a Judgment 
of itz but I thought ic aCaſe ſomewhat extraordinary, not to be brought 
do nn ordinary Pradice. I was not much con to enquire into it. 7 
uad almoſt forgot a Paſlage about the Letter I know not if F place it, in its 

; proper Order ; bur thus it was. I had defired an Anſwer of the Letter, 
do be directed to me under the Name of Mr. Target, to be left with Robert 
Tong Wright. They asked me, H/ho was this Mr. Target? I told them, 

T7 would not ſtand to reveal that, becauſe it would not prejudge any Bo- 
dy, but my ſelf. So I told them, it was my ſelf, being my own Nam 
In another Word of the ſame Signification. - Then they asked, ho this 
- Rabert Young was ? I told he was known well enoi iſe Lwould 
mot diſcovet, for he was as innocent as the Child unborn in that Mat- 

ter; for I never told him any 1 did 7 ever ſo much as 
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the Clerk drew up a kind of Confeſſion of it, "ind nd if I would tear 2 
: Name from the.Oath? . Fanſwered, They had my Namg there, ind 

- Mey r my Saber = 
fed the aw, and { had not as yet 
muſt ſubſcribe the Confeſſion, which was 
it, 1 did not like ſome ching of the 


me to take it reſolutely, and to anſwer, but /cannot remember theWords. -'4 
Then they proceed to ask, Ff I owned wb 1 ſaid in the Letter, about 
Authority? I anſwered, I would rcrraG nothing in theLetrer;bur then they IF 
would needs have myJudgment over pol ome Ioun'd the preſent King | 
or not? I anſwered, That I had ſaid much to that already, and. more 
than I was to ſay ; I could 8 in Subj to. him 
but for owning 5 little Na FF i 
ures i 


* Your rips wa am ron 1 will take my 
M *. ee 


— — 


TR N ” e 


en? I anſwered, Id 
'-P that I can remember ; 3 I was required 


fd me always i 


rr GAR Bite — A as] vol 8 * n * q * — — * * 
m - * 4 6 " 4 O OT" hy 8 « PROF VO 5 9 N " 
9 nnn E 8 9 rn th rs — 1 : PO "= Rey n 2 
* man W "ww? 
* * * 1 * 4 i 


, DRE Ts a 
3 ab 1 
a n N : - 
wu Vp 


— SW tte 
4 * 2 Lay — 
4 4 2 
4 


4 * F 2 : 9 * TEM 1 : -4 9 * W g „ K . 8 WE" 2 * hos. " : = 4 
* I * 8 4 N — 
„„ - ' * n 
3 7 * Þ Ss 7 . 
* 4 E ; W. 1 bo 2 
W.-M is 4 » - # 


* 
- * 


tim OY or bd 3832 chan the Charch e 0 
. " BeeldaFowned King Chiles 2d, before he was crowned, who'then only 
Had an Hereditary Agen to the Kingdom's Crown, and. theyadmirted 
im upon the 3 — aud if chis King's Authority be 
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to Religion and Liberty,” I eannot own him. r 


down in ſhort, That [would not om him, but according 
* which I was not well plea'd with, becauſe — neck Tet 

* Town'd him ac: to the Coen. But I would fain 
| ) an — later 2 Was | 
n qveſtionchs hich I affirm'd I did in ſome 
© Caſes. Then was _ 
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riſing at Bothwel-Bridge was Rebclli- 
not toy it was. Theſe are the moſt Material 


to ſubſcribe my Confeſſion; I anſwered, that was needleſs, — — *,06.00Y 
ed the Subſcription of the Lerrer, wherein all was inſert, and they would 
00s; I was reply d, I was neceſſary. What ? was 1 
on, that I would not own it? would I ſay any thing that I 


dof 


C 
ft not ſub; e which I anſwered, That I was not aſhamed, 


ſo ſubſcrib d to of it before them. After the Juſticiary had 
done with me, and after Threa of Death, and of an Indictment they 
© would ſend me, and that I needed not to expect [ſhould live many Days; 
they asked, from what Priſon I cameꝰthe Corporal of theSquade of Soldiers 
being preſem, anſwered, I came from the Guard, where 7 was Priſoner by the 
© Chancellor's Order ; fo they ſaid they would not alter the Chancellor's Or- 
* and PPP 
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Cwility more e 
4 . from all Converſe with my Fri 5 
admitted to come ſpeak with me, but by Order from e Officers: 
And ſo ſtrict was the Prohibition, that one of the Centinels, for allow-- 
ing one to come in and ſee me, without a Warrant, was laid in the Irons 
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cons for in the Guard / could get none written, yet in recollecting OP. - 
1 and Reflections it, L had much el and peace of 

— much joy that I had torn my Name from the Pa -confirmm- — 
ing m OM e A ed 1 ſinful Subſcrip on was blot- -— 


ted out at all the while I abode. inthe Guard 2 


- threatening Death, I was pretty chearful. But in this review, Inne 8 
of ſhame, in conſideration both of the Omiſſons and "Fainting backe 
drawings diſcernable in it, and alſo the folly and unadviſed Raſhachs that 
I ſee in it. I ſnall here touch only three Remarks of it, 1. That I might EN 
have cally diſcovered their drift _ deſign in this Criminal Re-exami- 
nation ant Multiplying all theſe Queſtions, that it could not he to ger 
an account of my Principles, and to try my mind about theſe Patticulats, 
for that — — the Letter before them 1 to Wie er 
or intrap aud involve me 1 wreſting my Wor 
- inſnare me in Sin, by Hectoring me into 4 Rei inf to ſecure thein- 8 
ſelves under the ſhadow of chete Law, in Mardering me with more for- 
mality, which they took advantage by my { my fmplicy ; for there was 
ſomething peculiar in my caſe, -whie 


made their Ordina __ 
ai They knew very well that my Extrajudicial e the 


Council, could not ſuſtain in their on Law, as a ſufficient + 
the Letter was mine, if I had denyed it before them; and that was not 
ſufficient neither by their Law to take away my Life, fince the — oh "ff 
only an Account of what I had declared to themſelves, before Sa | 
wen to their Law, by my rang the Oath, with a Reſentment of that 
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ed, Which is not a T of a Law; for no Satisfaction with, 

or Repentance for Obedience to a Law, can be of it ſelf a Trau ; 
of that Law. Therefore they urged the Tearing of my Name ffom tbe 
Rolls. of Court, that ſo they might proceed againſt me, as if L had neter 
| Subſcribed ; and when char wing done, they would accumulate Matter of 
Crime againſt me, for a further Declaration of my mind, aud atheting . -,} 
= all the Particulars of the Letter about Authori Defenſive Arms, Ge. 
Now this Drift I might eaſily have diſcovered, in that caſe ſhould {I 

| have given them more ado, and cut out more Workto them to prove 1 
being Cranial, or to ſtreach thats Law, and firgin itt be- 

ond Formality, t ſo my Murder mi ht be made more maniteſt. 1 
his — I ſhould rather 4 tryed, tho I am glad my Name Was corn 
„When 1 7 
Carri- 


althred, to take my Meaſures in owning this Tytant from our E 


—_ io the s rms, beſote he was E { tho? 3 bad 125 3 


6, ue through Mere; focal te while} ahod< the Profpet o 1 
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Eye * We 1 Kirk e wherein conditionally, except it were 
upon the Terms of the Covenant, he was declined) for the difference between 
this Monſter, now 1 in his avowed ov 
and Civil, and that Man oni then Tyr annus in eri, who then for ws 
ching chat ap peared Publickly, was "thomghe s capable of Gov 
is very er vaſt, e that I ſhould have ſo ſimply 
to the Clerk's foiſting in that two faced Equivocating Clauſe in my Gon- 
Feen, that I would not own hin but according to the Covenant, out of a faint- 


ing Fooliſh, fear, declining to Witneſs it; whereas it was a baſe iniputa- 


tion upon the Covenant, as if it could confiſt with any manner of own- 
1 15 N ſuch a Daſh to my filly Teſtimony, that I bluſh. to re- 
flect u 3. That I was very ſillily catcked into that intrigue of 
Sub en Cs 5, upon 2 Fooliſh Pretence,leſt I ſhould be 
vepute aſhamed. of my own Confeſſion : For indeed as it ſtood accord- 
ing to the Clerk's $ Draught, I might have been aſhamed 2 and 2 
. was more ſhameful to Subſcribe ir in theſe Terms, vg ck 

; in it as is above mentioned, and it could 2 — 
ing them Satisfaction in all Advantages bag — me, 
r ive them ſuch 


2 would not truſt my "And certainly all — P. Pa- 
hoy pry Sarees in Obedience to their — 5 


et inconveni 
with their Offers, ſor that 


2 a Complyance, or in Com 
ſinſul Accommodation; or as a to a Teſtimony ( under which 


10 . I looked upon my Subſcription) for that is needleſs, being more. 
: ſignificantly done by . out to the laſt, eſpecially it is never to be 
5 — to, when a Man hath not the Penning or wordfhg of his on 
' Conkeffion, but mult take it, as they expreſs it. Theſe things I reſſect up- 
on as very Material Eſcapes which made way for ſadder Lapſes — 
2 * ſtayed in the Guard about fix or ſeven Days, in the which Time, 
bod han) * of eee bore eig but the LORD's 
not come. ght I went out with à Centinel or 
e py where I mi 45 have eaſily eſcaped ; but 
* ex weak in wy Body, I'd 3 


Bye Oban 


1 om cp 
422 een, der wit mp omen Nor . 


* e e 


* k » 
bt $a I” * by & - * N F % # - 4 . 8 
* * nnn... 007075, ITY 2 : 1 # 


All Rights Sacred 


ime was 


e FN g, 5 BAB 


the firſt Parliament after ſo 2 2 Revolution, having ſo wei 


9 of the Articles 


88 
wats. Ta. 


fre he Ie 8 


ge Exeninnton May 7 1685. / 
T- Range ge thing by ball that know à poor 
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ſuch a Noiſe in the 
Men at this Time; and eſpecially it. will be no _ Wonder to them 


to think, that any diſcovery of my poor inſignificant Judgment of things, 


or any thing that ever J could ſay er de, ſhould be thought of ſuch im- im '3 


portanee, as to the Marne of ne Cagnitine or indighnhe on of Men 


only the Council and Juſticiary, but a the arliament of Kurland; +: 5 


Matters on Hand, and ſo on e, ſhould be at laure to 


rake te theinſelves the Diverſion my Cauſe. 
it is not becauſe it is mine, goo Backer mh Germ 1. Gn og 


of the LORD's Work an and of his Truths, ſometimes terrible to them, ; 


always hateful, is revived ; and therefore they would make a Public 
Example of me, and givea ſpecimen of their and their King's reſolved 


and intended Oppoſition to the Work of Reformation, and alt its Prin= — _ 


ciples, and 8 Truths and Duties thereby owned. It is very low 
with the Intereſt of CHRIST, when it hath no better Patrons than ſuch 

itiful Creature as I am, to own it in the Supreme Judicatories ofthe 
NatonAnd this may let theWorld ſee what a caſeStor/and is in thisDay, 


and how far Degenerate from, and how Oppoſite to that Reformation, 


and the Principles thereof, ſo Eminently owned therein in former Times; 
and how much they are ſet to deſtroy the Memory of it, that the moſt - 
nificant of Men that dare vent any Reſpe& or Love to it, and dare 
not ann. the Conſcience of Duty ** Nen Jo udgments blindly, will 


= eſcape the Cognizance and Tenn Cenſures of our 1 . 


Eſtatey, ;a fad and certain Demonſtration of the wickedneſs of che De- 
ſign carried on, to introduce P and Slavery, and a lamentable Pro- 
de of Deſolation and | Jadgmen ts comin e this Generation. 
owever, this is now my T al and T adore” the vidence, that hath 
brought me to it: To abies for a Diſcovery I made of ſome Princi- 
ples, obnoxious to the Now current Law, in that Letter mentioned in 
the laſt Account. eee T al, I was called before the 
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d in the Clerk's Papers, to wit, if I owned; that to be my 
Oc. I anſwered, I did, tho / was not obliged to confeſs. it; yet I du 


"Ho the Truth was, I was not very well pleaſ 
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not equivocate, ſince Providence had br t it into their Hands; what . 
J owned before, I will not retract or diſown now. He produced another 5 
Paper, and asked, Ker, own my-tearing my own Name from the Oath 


- ny ſub (which he read to make the Ae odious) | 
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Then 7: beard ſeveral of thoſe that fat by, ſaying, He is, very ingenwows.. 
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to tell, Nhat induced me to 122 Ho that Oath, and 


5 how came it that Iwar wt ſatis ed with it, having expreſſe my Satisfaction with 


* ＋ my 1 1 mer Deed might have given Satisfaction to 


Providential Diſcovery obliged me to it. But further urging me, R 


made me diſſatisfied u u 2 Oath? 1 anſwered, That 1 was very. well 
| ſatisfied with it at firſt, thinking 


_ ciples and inferences fixed — in the Proclamation, where the 


ſo I offered a kind of a Senſe to ſalve the Matter; but upon an atter- 
View, and ſerious ruminating upon the Thing more narrowly, 1 found, 
had diſowned things in the Complex in that Declaration, which when 


venants they declare an Adherence to, nor the Declarations there inſinuate, 


Arms, as being — 72 of OG re he that ſuch as, 1 


5 wound che 
2 thereof, for all the =D; Wor LIES 
about owning the King, as my Sovereign, whether 1 © my 

8 ary ? I repeated my „ 

of it; . ed, That I never meddled much with thoſe Things, as 
ſomewhat above my Sphere, and out of mj Line; but ſeing they 

needs have my ſimple ent about it, I 


Cabrio or not; I did not intend 
to make. ſuch a Noiſe of any publick Contradiction to it ) had not this. / 
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it obliged me only to diſo vn thoſe Prin- 
_ Oath-was inſert, which yet I am ready to declare my Abhorrence of ; and 


it came to Particulars, I durſt not 3 For I durſt not diſown theſe Co- 


83 nor the Principle of 8 Arms, the whole is founded upon. Se- 
veoeral things paſt here, which have eſcaped my Memory: Only I re- 
1 member, there were ſome tions upon that Principle of Defenſive 
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— | Wild a Htter, and in my Fancyſa more 
pottunity, ben my Buſineſs ſhould be/unqueſti 
nd nothing to: be but my Murder: N 
am confouned Shanie ad Grief, whit I ook orer-thi 
ly becauſeiit was hot better; bur becauſe ———ů— hes 


my after Trials did . worls: Ter, even in this, 
al Remarks of . 


Lbary wake: 1. That in 
count v the wars of Mirage, 1. That i, yining Ae 
of my Abhorrence of it, and not rather 'declat- 


ed my Souls Deteſtation of ſuch n abomiinable-. 9 chene 
3 3 2 


d with. tha Do 
(can a yt deavoured by all: at ic might 1 
Law. As alſo, 1 tacit 


1 there wu mere Shadow of 
2 at firſt, thinking 


it ebliged ine only, to 
s fixed thereupon in-the Proclamation, which, I ſaid, Fe ready to declare 
1 Alas! what Reaſon was'thete- for this ? Eon 2 

and Exereiſe of Reaſon ol Conſeience be ſatisſied wi 


Fenioe im of - 
inveigbe a- 


faſtened on that Declaration, and 


have been ſatisſied with it, or declared ſo much hen Lrecanted 

it:? To name no more than that which is inſert in the Oath it ſelf, IN 
is declared againſt the R „Lam ſure 1 could not 

at, nor can 1 now be'fa- . 
"Readineſs to abhore-it;- This I think wits a 
— Eſcape T did not decline the Prelates deſfited' Cbuſetente; 
fo Am Ad yield to the firſt P df it. I think, ' ſhould Facher 


—— L. would have no to do- with dent tic, 
forced. - - That-Complement, . J was at Command — 
whom they pleaſed, was vety unſuitable. Alas! ſho uld 1 ch 
to their Pleafure, 51.70 little to the Truth, Nenn they 

night ſuffer: Wrong by my Weines My 2 
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whe former. What mall I ſay WM.» aus be. 


my ſelf one of Cuzsr's Conſeſlors. However 
Day, and the more obſervable, that the Fellows —— 


ſuch a Buſſe about me in the outter Houſe, which as I hinted--before;; 


had ſame influence to raiſe my Spirit to ſome more Reſolution For, 


ouſe, there was ſome. of the Guard there, that would have me in Cu- 
berge the other would not part with me, alledging, it 1was an in- 
e- e of that Court. The other contended: it was 

| their Friviledge. I did not underſtand the Debate, both the 
one and the other 
Aud pulled ime, and held me by the Arms very uucivilly, 
ner, when I had done, and was coming away 


and in like Man- 


me again to the Gentleman's Chamber, as I ſaid. This was a. Day 
much Toil to me, for this foreſaid Conflic I ſuſtained i in 
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my — 1 1 293 ate Obſtinacy in an Opinion, 1 
hindered to retract ( a thing] was o 
2 . wilful — of the Court againſt me, con- 
de And accordingly the ſame Afternoon, I was called be- 
fore them, Teller and beyond my ExpeRation. For I could ſcarce be- 


lieve they wer in Earneſt, or at leaſt, e was 1 on one 


But — the Reaſon, or of their 
Kure none other, than that they would take 
confound me, — me in the Heat of 
Ines rom me, Facher tommy; Detrimen 
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ethod' it was managed (which by "Reaſon of the Length o 


mberances interveening, T lese. or bear in my 


only the Scope of it, rake as follows. 
'F came into the Chamber, where they were in the Counſel 


5 


E Two Arch-Prelites of St. Andy Glaſgow, and the Prelate of 
nell. After a whiles filence, one of them had a Haran 


ſee 
| leave firſt of the reſt; to this ſe, that ſuch was the Reſpect & 
Regard they had to 9 Life and Youth, Ct. and unfeigned defire 2 


better Information rought.off cheſe dangerous ous Notions, fo 
Dangerous dec or 4 Life par or chat tho they w 


to waitu tier Matters, yet were content 8 ral, 
to the deſire they d of my n, this Time: ee 


they underſtood, 7 ſtuck — ſome Points of Conſcience, v Tick 
2 dT work "which yet may be Thad not duely confi dered; 


would not throw away my Life upon rhefe thin 
wake of Qbſtinacy, and dell — 
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ewas Prolix to this Furpoſe, and I was never very prompt or skil- 


ful n making Extemporary Anſwers ; yet the LORD helped me to 
ſomething to the Effect following. 1 firſt Prefaced, that T muſt 


c pee them from me, nor would not be offended at my forbearance,for 1 
urſt not make uſe of any ſuch r gy = mi wt: my'Re- 


bear with that from me, tho' they believed . were A caſe to Ju 


this purpoſe. Then I proceeded to tell them, that was not - my Buſineſs 
all Presb)teriau Principles, and ſhould be content to offer What 


but T believed their purpoſe was, which w my-defire, to reſtrict 
their Diſcourſe to theſe that rendered me { e -which 


could ptoddee better A 
of any 
them down, bur defired they ſhould not 


Force, than I 


cajole me inte à blind i 


3 
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Tine 'P hid Conveniency to write any thing of it, and m * N 


Anke I found three of them ſitting, e informed ſince) 1 
Meyer: | 


whatReafon they would offer offer EE: == 
| Conviction;for, for he End, this Conference was appointed. The Ha: 


decline giving them their uſual Titles, and that I hoped they did A... 


ee to, or Ap deſon of their Office. , they could 
and Maintain their Titles before the World, or againſt it, ſomewhat 4%. 4 
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